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NEWSLETTER 
August 2019 

Annual General Mee�ng 
 

This year’s AGM was held on Friday 26
th

 of April. 

Three commi�ee members stepped down from 

the commi�ee—Sue Evans, Viv Shaw and Evelyn 

Rowe, and Maureen Sherwood relinquished her 

posi'on as secretary, although she remains a  commi�ee member. I am 

sure that you would like to join the commi�ee in thanking  Sue, Viv and 

Evelyn for all of the hard work they have put in on the commi�ee, 

organising and manning many events over the years for the benefit of the 

Friends and of its members; and thanking Maureen for efficiently carrying 

out many of the behind-the-scene tasks necessary in running an 

organisa'on such as ours. 

 

Two new commi�ee members were elected at the AGM—Janet Tomes and 

Adrian Tomes, Janet taking over the role of secretary from Maureen 

Sherwood. 

 

Also at the AGM,  the Friends presented a cheque for £5,000 to Castle 

manager Louise Troman as a second tranche of match funding for the HLF 

bid that will fund the re-development of the upstairs room that was “The 

Tamworth Story” into the new “Saxon Ba�le and Tribute” display. (The 

Friends’ ini'al tranche of match funding  - £10,000 - was presented to the 

Castle at the 2018 AGM). 

 

- Friends News - 
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- Talks - 

The Meaker Brothers 
By Roger Bragger in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday August 9
th

 at 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Roger Bragger                                       Mr D E J Meaker 
 

Roger is a keen collector and researcher of medals. One 'me in Atherstone 

he came across a collec'on of medals on a stall in the street market; the 

medals were named to the SAS, which is unusual, and were awarded to 

Trooper Meaker and Sergeant Meaker. Roger will talk about his research 

into the medals and what he found out about them and the Meakers. 

The Etymology of Clothing 
By Anthony Poulton-Smith in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday September 13
th

 at 7:30 pm 

 

Anthony is a freelance journalist and author of some 76 books concerning 

such diverse subjects as place names, ghosts, a history of toilets, ley lines, 

railway sta'ons, pub names, old wives’ tales, crimes on the canals, Bri'sh 

piers…and in his spare 'me he is also a member of the Friends’ commi�ee! 
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            Anthony Poulton-Smith 
 

In his talk, Anthony may tackle such thorny ques'ons as “why are ‘trousers’ and 

’'ghts’ plural, but not ‘dress’, shirt’ or ‘blouse’?”, “where did the word ‘anorak’ 

come from?” (and we’re not talking about train spo�ers!) 

You will definitely learn a thing or two from Anthony’s talk, with a laugh along the 

way. 

Pain�ng With Light 
By Dr Richard Stone in The Globe Inn, Lower Gungate 

on Thursday October 31
st

 at 2:00 pm 
 

In his presenta'on, Richard will talk about how the art of stained glass has 

developed though history, with a par'cular focus on its revival by William 

Morris and other leading lights of the Arts and CraGs movement, including 

many local examples. 

- Trips, Social & Other Events - 

Post-Christmas Fes�ve Meal 
A date for your diary—the post-Christmas fes've meal has been booked for Friday 

January 17th, at The Globe Inn, Lower Gungate. Full details will be included in the 

November news le�er. 
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Severn Valley Railway Trip 
Sunday 7

th
 July 2019  

 

 

On this day, the whole of the Severn Valley Railway returned to the 1940s. All six 

sta'ons had war'me themes and ac'vi'es, ranging from home guard training 

drills, displays of vintage and military vehicles, to a re-enactment of an a�ack on a 

German armed train by French resistance fighters and Bri'sh paras—the firefight, 

including heavy machine guns and grenades, had to be seen (and heard!) to be 

believed! Many of the visitors wore period dress (both civvy and military), and we 

had a chance to meet Winston Churchill, King George and Captain Mainwaring on 

walk-about. All-in-all it was an amazing day out and was thoroughly enjoyed by 

everyone. 
 

 

 

 

 

Some of our members take a 

quick breather in the sunshine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A German armed train on its way 

to capture by French resistance 

fighters and Bri'sh paratroopers. 

- Reviews - 
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Friends Events for 2019/20 

 

14/06/19 Talk “The Holbeche family of Warwickshire” 

12/07/19 Talk “A thousand years of Knowle” 

09/08/19 Talk “The Meaker Brothers” 

13/09/19 Talk “The etymology of clothing” 

31/10/19 Talk “Pain'ng with light” * (note: this is a change of date) 

28/11/19 Talk “The Restora'on of Middleton Hall” * 

31/01/20 Talk “101 Great Bri'sh Curiosi'es” * 

27/02/20 Talk “Secret Life of the Magician” * 

26/03/20 Talk: “Gymslips & Chalkboards” * 

24/04/20 AGM 

08/05/20 Talk: “Wrong Sex, Wrong Instrument” 

12/06/20 Talk: “The Spirit of Triumph” 

10/07/20 Talk: Two Ships in the Night” 
 

* These talks will take place following the monthly lunch club mee'ng at 

The Globe Inn: all other talks will take place at the Castle 

 

Contact Details 
 

For details about a trip or event, please contact Roger Ashford on 0790 0088960 or by 

email at 

 social@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

If you have any ques'ons or sugges'ons regarding newsle�ers, please contact Roger 

Ashford by phone on 0790 0088960 or by email at  

 newsle9er@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

 Membership queries should be addressed to  

 membership@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

For any other issues, contact admin@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

 

Friends Website:     www.tamworthcastlefriends.org 
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